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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Amendments received on November 10. 2005 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 7. 9. 12-17. 28. 29. 36. 37 and 40-110 (Renumbered as 1-83) , 

3. 03 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 . (3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1 . The Examiner acknowledges the amendments made on the claims 
received on November 10, 2005. Claims 7, 9, 12-17, 28, 29, 36, 37, 40 and 41 
have been amended. Claims 1-6, 8, 10, 11, 18-27, 30-35, 38 and 39 have been 
cancelled. Claims 42-1 10 have been newly added. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see page 20, line 6 - page 21, line 16, filed 
November 10, 2005, with respect to claims 7, 9 and 17 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. The rejections of claims 7, 9 and 17 have been 
withdrawn. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 7, 9, 12-17, 28, 29, 36, 37 and 40-110 (Renumbered as 1-83) are 
allowed. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 

Regarding claims 7 (Renumbered as 1), the main reason for indication of 
allowable subject matter is because the prior art fails to teach or reasonably 
suggest the switch portion being assigned to the function associated with a 
relative position with respect to the display and that the display displays 
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information related to the operation mode selected by the user at the center 
thereof, and that the information related to the function assigned to said 
respective switch portions is presented as a symbol. 

Regarding claims 9 and 17 (Renumbered as 1 1 and 23 respectively), the 
main reason for indication of allowable subject matter is because the prior art 
fails to teach or reasonably suggest that the display displays in the vicinity of said 
switch portions information related to the functions assigned to at least one of 
said respective switch portions and that the display displays information related 
to the operation mode selected by the user at the center thereof, and that the 
information related to the function assigned to said respective switch portions is 
presented as a symbol. 

Regarding claim 57 (Renumbered as 30), the main reason for indication 
of allowable subject matter is because the prior art fails to teach or reasonably 
suggest the display arranged to be wedged in a crossing of said cross key for 
presenting at least a function corresponding to the operation mode selected by 
the user, said function being different in accordance with the operation mode 
selected by the user, wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch 
portions information related to the functions assigned to at least one of said 
respective switch portions, wherein said input unit is arranged on a face of said 
information recording apparatus that faces a user when the user uses said 
information recording apparatus in such a manner that said input unit is 
positioned at an upper portion of a center of the face on a right side of the center. 
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Regarding claim 70 (Renumbered as 43), the main reason for indication 
of allowable subject matter is because the prior art fails to teach or reasonably 
suggest a display for presenting at least a function corresponding to the 
operation mode selected by the user, arranged to be wedged in a crossing of 
said cross key, said function being different in accordance with the operation 
mode selected by the user, wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said 
switch portions information related to the functions assigned to at least one of 
said respective switch portions, wherein an input unit is arranged on a face of 
said digital camera that faces a user when the user uses said digital camera in 
such a manner that said input unit is positioned at an upper portion of a center of 
the face on a right side of the center. 

Regarding claim 79 (Renumbered as 52), the main reason for indication 
of allowable subject matter is because the prior art fails to teach or reasonably 
suggest the switch portion being assigned to the function associated with a 
relative position with respect to said display, and that the display displays 
information related to the operation mode selected by the user as a first icon and 
information related to the function assigned to said respective switch portions as 
a second icon, and said first icon is larger than said second icon. 

Regarding claim 90 (Renumbered as 63), the main reason for indication 
of allowable subject matter is because the prior art fails to teach or reasonably 
suggest that the display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions information 
related to the functions assigned to at least one of said respective switch 
portions, wherein said display displays information related to the operation mode 
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selected by the user as a first icon and information related to the function 
assigned to said respective switch portions as a second icon, and said first icon 
is larger than said second icon. 

Regarding claim 103 (Renumbered as 76), the main reason for indication 
of allowable subject matter is because the prior art fails to teach or reasonably 
suggest that the display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions information 
related to the functions assigned to at least one of said respective switch 
portions, wherein said display displays information related to the operation mode 
selected by the user as a first icon and information related to the function 
assigned to said respective switch portions as a second icon, and said first icon 
is larger than said second icon. 



Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Nelson D. Hernandez whose telephone 
number is (571 ) 272-731 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. 
to 6:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ngoc Yen Vu can be reached on (571) 272-7320. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/747,926 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2612 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Nelson D. Hernandez 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2612 



NDHH 

January 19, 2006 




